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Minutes
Community Preservation Advisory Board Meeting
New Paltz Community Center
March 24, 2026

Present: John Orfitelli, Cara Lee, Peter Ferrante, Ingrid Haeckel
Absent: Mike Domotrovits, John Gotto 

7:07 – Cara called the meeting to order at 7:06 
7:07 – 7:10 Approval of Minutes: John Orfitelli moved to accept the Feb. 24, 2026, minutes, seconded by Peter Ferrante, all in favor.
7:10 – 7:12   Board Update: Jim DeLaune has submitted his letter of resignation from the Board to the Town Clerk and the opening on the Board has been posted.
7:12 – 7:15   RETT Report: February revenue - $12,719; total $2,317,915. It was agreed that we need to set up tracking for expenditures, so we can see our running total in the CPF.
7:15 – 7:35 - Updates on Properties of Interest
•    Million Dollar Farm (Heyer, Springtown Rd)
                Update: Survey complete, Wallkill Valley Land Trust is conducting BDR. Closing tentatively set for the end of April. 
                                  Next Steps: Closing
	•    Humpo Marshlands Project (Rte. 299)
	Update: Cara Lee and Matt Decker (OSI) met with Supervisor Rogers to brief him on project in preparation for closing. OSI did a press release on the project (3/20/26)
Next Steps: Closing on purchase of Conservation Easement 
· Thruway Authority Surplus Property
Update: The Thruway Authority has transferred the deed for the property to the town. 
Next Steps: A few more closing documents remain. 
· Conuco Farm (100 Springtown Rd)
Update: Landowners still wish to move forward with conservation easement
Next Steps: project budget review, develop term sheet. 
· Libolt (Eugene Brown Drive)
Update: No update
      Next Steps: none identified.
· Potential New Project: We reviewed information on a cluster of properties and discussed reaching out to the landowner.
7:35 – 7:45 Signage: Matt Maley has agreed to assist with design of signage. We need to consider content and design alternatives before getting back to him.
7:45 – 7:50 Outreach and Education:
· Presentation made to Climate Smart Committee (3/2). Still planning to do outreach to ENCB, Planning Board and Town Board
· Updated CPP is now on Town Webpage, John Orfitelli will add updated appendices.
· The County has offered to host roundtable with Ulster County communities with CPFs.
· Discussion of offering some nature related public programs at the library in the winter months in 2027.
7:50 – 8:00 - New Business, Next Agenda, April Meeting
· Once Heyer Farm easement is complete, outreach to other farmers on Springtown Road
8:15 - Adjourn
Attachments: Minutes, RETT Report 
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